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What is Civic Engagement? 
 

C iv ic enga gem ent m ea ns  inv olv em ent in y our  com m unity .  T o m a k e the v oice of the recov ery  
com m unity  hea rd,  civ ic enga gem ent from  our  com m unity  m us t increa s e.  T his  is  one 
s tra tegy  recov ery  a dv oca tes  a re us ing to cha nge dis cr im ina tory  public policies  a nd m a k e 
s ure people with a ddiction get the help they  need.   

You do not ha v e to run for  public office to pa rticipa te in the politica l proces s  in y our  
com m unity .  S om e ha v e chos en to do this ,  howev er  there a re m a ny  other  wa y s  to get 
inv olv ed.  I n this  guide,  y ou will find inform a tion a bout orga niz ing civ ic enga gem ent a ctiv ities  
in y our  city  or  town.  C iv ic enga gem ent is  not s om ething we ca n wa it for  others  to do-  the  
recov ery  com m unity  m us t ta k e a ction!  

Three Common Civic Engagement Activities:  

Voter Registration 

E v ery  s ucces s ful civ ic enga gem ent ca m pa ign s ta rts  with regis ter ing people to v ote.  T his  
guide prov ides  y ou with deta iled inform a tion a bout who’ s  eligible to v ote ,  how to conduct 
v oter  regis tra tion dr iv es ,  a nd ov ercom ing objections  tha t people ha v e in regis ter ing to v ote.   

Voter Education 

E duca tion is  a  powerful predictor  of civ ic enga gem ent.  T he m ore people  k now a bout the 
is s ues  tha t a ffect them ,  the m ore lik ely  it is  tha t they  will pa rticipa te in civ ic a ffa irs .  I f we 
ex pect thos e who we regis ter  to v ote  to ex ercis e tha t r ight,  then we m us t prov ide them  
with good inform a tion a bout the is s ues  they  ca re  a bout a nd the ca ndida tes ’  pos itions  on 
thos e is s ues .  T his  guide prov ides  y ou with s om e tools  to do j us t tha t.  

Voter Participation 

Fina lly ,  y ou ca n regis ter  people to v ote  a nd giv e them  a ll the inform a tion in the wor ld,  but 
if they  s ta y  hom e on E lection D a y ,  then we’ v e not done a  good job of enga ging them  a s  
citizens .  T his  is  ca lled G et- Out- the- V ote or  G OT V  for  s hort.  T his  guide giv es  y ou s tra tegies  
a nd techniques  for  getting people to the polls  to ex ercis e their  r ight to v ote.  

  



 

 

 

Forming a Committee 

Form ing a  com m ittee of indiv idua ls  in y our  com m unity  who a re  interes ted in work ing on the  
R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  civ ic enga gem ent ca m pa ign is  y our  firs t s tep.  T he com m ittee 
ca n include repres enta tiv es  from  y our  orga niza tion,  indiv idua l recov ery  a dv oca tes ,  or  
repres enta tiv es  from  other  orga niza tions .  Div ers ity  is  k ey .  S eek  repres enta tiv es  from  a llied 
orga niza tions ,  a s  well a s  people  who m ight not be m em bers  of y our  orga niza tion but s ha re  
the s a m e beliefs  a s  y ou.  T he com m ittee s hould be inv olv ed in pla nning the civ ic enga gem ent 
a ctiv ities  tha t will be ca rr ied out through E lection Da y ,  Nov em ber  3 rd,  2 0 2 0 .  

W e s ugges t y ou ta k e s om e tim e a nd bra ins torm  who would be helpful to y ou on y our  
com m ittee.  T here’ s  quite  a  bit y ou ca n do,  s o the la rger  a nd m ore div ers e the com m ittee,  
the better .  Here a re s om e s ugges tions  for  com m ittee m em bers :  

• R ecov ery  C om m unity  Orga niza tions  other  tha n y our  own 

• B la ck  a nd I ndigenous  People  of C olor  ( B I POC )  com m unity  m em bers  

• T rea tm ent Prov iders  /  E m ploy ees  /  Alum ni 

• Medica tion- a s s is ted recov ery  groups  

• R ecov ery  hous ing prov iders  

• Prev ention C oa litions   

• High s chool a nd collegia te  recov ery  com m unities  

• Drug C ourt s ta ff a nd/ or  gra dua tes  

• C rim ina l jus tice reform  a dv oca tes  

• Medica l profes s iona ls  /  Hea lth ca re work ers  /  S ocia l work ers  

• Pa rent a nd fa m ily  G roups  

• LG B T QI A+  com m unity  m em bers  

• Fa ith ba s ed orga niza tions  

• W ork pla ce union repres enta tiv es  

• S her iffs  a nd other  la w enforcem ent officia ls  

• Loca l groups  y ou m a y  be work ing on other  projects  with 

• Others  ( Us e s pa ce below to lis t)  
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

Getting Started. 



 

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

After  you figur e out who you want to invite to join your  committee,  get their  
contact infor mation including email addr esses,  and send out an invitation to an 
or ganizational meeting.  

Planning is the Key to Success 

Pla nning is  cr itica l to a  s ucces s ful ca m pa ign.  After  y ou’ v e s et up y our  com m ittee,  us e the  
inform a tion below to put together  a n orga niza tiona l m eeting.  At the m eeting,  dev elop y our  
v oter  regis tra tion,  v oter  educa tion a nd G et- Out- T he- V ote s tra tegies .  Here a re s om e things  
tha t the com m ittee s hould think  a bout:  

1 .  W h a t  r e s o u r c e s  d o  y o u  h a v e ?  V olunteers ;  upcom ing ev ents ;  news letter ,  
webs ite a nd other  com m unica tions ;  rela tions hips  with the recov ery  com m unity  
a nd a llied orga niza tions .  Do y ou ha v e m oney  to fund the ca m pa ign,  pr int a nd 
m a il brochures  a nd other  m a ter ia ls ,  prov ide refres hm ents  a t ev ents ,  etc. ?  

2 .  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  g o a l s ?  T he num ber  of indiv idua ls  who y ou wa nt to regis ter  to 
v ote;  the num ber  of indiv idua ls  who y ou wa nt to get out to v ote.  

3 .  W h a t  a r e  y o u r  t a r g e t s ?  W h a t  p o t e n t i a l  v o t e r s  a r e  y o u  h o p i n g  t o  e n g a g e ?  
W here do they  liv e ;  a re they  a lrea dy  m em bers  of y our  orga niza tion or  a re they  
people  tha t y ou hope to inv olv e in y our  orga niza tion?  

4 .  W h o  a r e  y o u r  l i k e ly  a l l i e s  a n d  p a r t n e r s ?  I s  ev ery one tha t s hould ha v e been 
inv ited to y our  orga niz ing m eeting there?  Are there  other  groups  or  indiv idua ls  
not repres ented tha t s hould be?  

5 .  W h o  w i l l  b e  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  c a r r y i n g  o u t  t h e  c a m p a i g n ?  Does  y our  
orga niza tion ha v e s ta ff who ca n be inv olv ed in thes e a ctiv ities ?  W ha t ca n 
v olunteers  do,  s uch a s  v oter  regis tra tion a t com m unity  ev ents  or  G et- Out- T he-
V ote a ctiv ities ?  

6 .  W h o  a r e  y o u r  v o l u n t e e r s ?  Pa rt of a ny  s ucces s ful ca m pa ign is  ha v ing 
enthus ia s tic a nd relia ble v olunteers .  I t is  im porta nt to identify  the k ey  
v olunteers  y ou ha v e in y our  network s .  W ha t s k ills  do they  ha v e?  How interes ted 
in the topic a re they ?  Are  they  cons is tently  re lia ble?  Did they  find y ou,  or  y ou 
find them ?  And,  m os t im porta ntly ,  a re  they  s om eone tha t ca n be trus ted a s  a n 
effectiv e  m es s enger  of y our  m es s a ge?  

7 .  W h a t  w i l l  y o u r  t h e m e  b e ?  R ecov ery  V oices  C ount,  W e R ecov er  a nd W e V ote,  
a nd Another  V oter  for  R ecov ery  a re a  few ex a m ples .  K eep it s im ple,  non-
pa rtis a n,  a nd ins pir ing!  



 

8 .  W h a t  n o n - p a r t i s a n  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  y o u  d o ?  R egis ter  
v oters  a t ex is ting ev ents ,  s uch a s  R ecov ery  Month obs erv a nces ;  recov ery  
com m unity  centers ;  tra inings  tha t y ou ha v e s cheduled,  etc.  (see:  Non- Par tisan 
Voter  Registr ation).  

9 .  W h a t  t y p e  o f  v o t e r  e d u c a t i o n  w i l l  y o u  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n ?  W ill y ou prepa re a  
v oter  inform a tion guide tha t educa tes  v oters  on the ca ndida tes  for  office  a nd the 
im porta nt is s ues  fa cing the recov ery  com m unity  this  election s ea s on (see:  Keep 
it Non- Par tisan:  Civic Engagement,  and see:  Voter  Education).  

1 0 . W h a t  G e t - O u t - T h e - V o t e  a c t i v i t i e s  w i l l  y o u  d o ?  B e s ure  to include a s  pa rt of 
y our  s tra tegy  to conta ct ev ery  new v oter  tha t y ou regis ter  a nd a ll of the 
m em bers  of y our  orga niza tion by  phone,  rem inding them  to v ote (see:  Non-
Par tisan:  Get- Out- The- Vote Activities).  

1 1 . W h a t  i s  y o u r  t i m e l in e ?  W ork ing ba ck wa rds  from  Nov em ber  3 ,  2 0 2 0  la y  out 
the da tes  a nd tim es  for  the a ctiv ities  tha t y ou would lik e  to do.  

1 2 . W h a t  a r e  s o m e  n e w ,  c r e a t i v e  i d e a s  y o u  m a y  w a n t  t o  i n c o r p o r a t e  i n t o  
y o u r  c a m p a i g n  (see:  Appendix F:  Sample Public Ser vice Announcements)?  

1 3 . H o w  a r e  y o u  g o i n g  t o  e v a l u a t e  y o u r  c a m p a i g n ?  Ma k e s ure  the com m ittee 
clea r ly  unders ta nds  wha t non- pa rtis a n civ ic enga gem ent is  a nd wha t ty pes  of 
a ctiv ities  y ou a re  a llowed to do under  the la w (see Keep it Non- Par tisan:  Civic 
Engagement).  

  



 

Non-Partisan Voter Registration 
 

I nformation and Guidelines 

T he firs t s tep in ex ercis ing our  r ight to v ote  is  regis ter ing with loca l e lection officia ls .  I n 
m os t s ta tes  people  m us t regis ter  before  E lection D a y ,  a lthough s om e s ta tes  a llow “ s a m e 
da y  regis tra tion”  (See:  Appendix A- 1:  State Voter  Registr ation Deadlines).  Ma k e s ure tha t 
v olunteers  unders ta nd this  inform a tion.  C om m unica ting correct inform a tion is  cr itica l to 
getting pa rticipa nts  to a ctua lly  regis ter .  Non- pa rtis a n v oter  regis tra tion is  s im ply  regis ter ing 
eligible  citizens  without connecting it to a ny  ca ndida te or  politica l pa rty .   

How Do You Organize a Voter Registration Drive? 

Y o u r  R E C O V E R Y  V O I C E S  C O U N T  o r g a n i z i n g  c o m m i t t e e  s hould des igna te one pers on 
a s  the lea d coordina tor  for  the dr iv e.  T his  pers on s hould a ct a s  the lia is on between the  
elections  boa rd a nd the pa rticipa ting v oter  regis tra tion v olunteers .  I t ta k es  s om e a m ount 
of pla nning a nd prepa ra tion to conduct a  v oter  regis tra tion dr iv e a nd will require tea m work  
to orga nize (see:  Appendix A- 2:  Voter  Registr ation Dr ive Checklist).  

C o n t a c t  t h e  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s  o f f i c e  i n  t h e  c o u n t y  w h e r e  y o u  w i l l  h o l d  t h e  d r i v e  a nd 
let them  k now tha t y ou wa nt to hold a  v oter  regis tra tion dr iv e.  T hey  ca n giv e y ou 
inform a tion a bout y our  s ta te’ s  v oter  regis tra tion requirem ents  a nd the m a ter ia ls  y ou will 
need—v oter  regis tra tion inform a tion m a nua ls ,  v oter  regis tra tion form s  a nd v oter ’ s  guides .  
As k  them  how to s tore the com pleted v oter  regis tra tion form s  a nd m a k e a rra ngem ents  for  
their  tim ely  return to the a ppropria te  election’ s  office.  

C o n t a c t  r e g i s t r a t i o n  o u t r e a c h  p r o g r a m s ,  s pons ored by  s uch groups  a s  the Lea gue of 
W om en V oters ,  to obta in v oter  educa tiona l inform a tion a nd m a ter ia ls  tha t ca n be dis tr ibuted 
to regis tra nts  ( optiona l) .  

M a k e  u p  a  l i s t  o f  p o s s i b l e  lo c a t i o n s  f o r  y o u r  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r i v e .  You m ight 
include clinics ,  da y  trea tm ent progra m s ,  peer  a dv oca cy  orga niza tions ,  s elf- help 
orga niza tions ,  or  “ high- tra ffic”  public a rea s  s uch a s  com m unity  centers ,  s chools ,  libra r ies ,  
s hopping centers ,  grocery  s tores ,  churches ,  or  com m unity  fes tiv a ls  or  ra llies .  D on’ t forget 
to include S eptem ber  2 0 2 0  Na tiona l R ecov ery  Month a ctiv ities  on y our  lis t.  

C o n t a c t  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  f o r  p e r m i s s i o n  t o  r e g i s t e r  v o t e r s  o n  t h e i r  
p r e m i s e s .  You m a y  wa nt to s tres s  the non- pa rtis a n a s pect of y our  dr iv e  a s  m a ny  property  
or  bus ines s  owners  m a y  not wa nt pa rtis a n a ctiv ity  ha ppening on their  prem is es  but will not 
m ind nonpa rtis a n a ctiv ities .  

S e t  t h e  d a t e  a n d  t i m e ( s )  f o r  y o u r  d r i v e .  Pick  a  da te  tha t giv es  y ou enough tim e to 
regis ter  v oters  a nd return their  com pleted regis tra tion ca rds  before the dea dline in y our  
s ta te  (See:  Appendix A- 1:  State Voter  Registr ation Deadlines).  You ca n decide how long the  
dr iv e  s hould be depending upon where y ou’ re going to hold it.  For  ex a m ple,  it’ s  good to 
s chedule lunchtim e dr iv es  between 1 1 : 0 0  a . m .  a nd 2 : 0 0  



 

F i g u r e  o u t  h o w  m a n y  p e o p l e  y o u  w i l l  n e e d  a n d  s i g n  u p  v o l u n t e e r s  t o  s t a f f  t h e  
d r i v e .  You will need a  tea m  of a t lea s t two people to s ta ff the regis tra tion ta ble.  I f y ou ha v e 
a  lis t of y our  m em bers ,  y ou ca n dev elop a  phone ba nk  to recruit v olunteers  a nd let them  
k now tha t y ou’ ll be  regis ter ing people  to v ote  a nd where.  S et up tim e- s lots  a nd m a k e y our  
a s s ignm ents .  

P a r t n e r  w i t h  o t h e r s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  t o  m a x i m i z e  y o u r  R E C O V E R Y  V O I C E S  C O U N T  
c a m p a i g n .  Potentia l pa rtners  include:  T rea tm ent Prov iders  ( C lients / Alum ni/ E m ploy ees ) ;  
R ecov ery  Hous es ;  C om m unity  Anti- Drug C oa lition ( C ADC A)  a nd/ or  other  prev ention 
coa litions ;  S tudent G roups ,  D rug C ourt pa rticipa nts ,  s ta ff or  gra dua tes ;  C r im ina l Jus tice  
R eform  a dv oca tes ,  Lea gue of W om en V oters ;  Hea lth ca re profes s iona ls ;  PT As  a nd other  
fa m ily  groups ;  LG B T QI A+  C om m unity  Orga niza tions ;  fa ith- ba s ed orga niza tions  a nd other  
loca l groups  y ou a re work ing with on other  projects .  

1 .  G a t h e r  a l l  o f  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  e q u i p m e n t  a n d  s u p p l i e s  s e v e r a l  d a y s  b e f o r e  
t h e  d r i v e .  You will need a  ta ble,  cha irs ,  clipboa rds ,  pens ,  v oter  regis tra tion 
a pplica tions ,  v oter ’ s  guides  a nd y our  orga niza tion’ s  litera ture,  e . g.  fa ct s heets ,  
pa m phlets ,  news letters ,  etc.  B e crea tiv e  with y our  ta ble.  Decora te it with 
ba nners ,  ba lloons  a nd/ or  s igns  encoura ging people  to “ B e Another  V oter  for  
R ecov ery ”  a nd “ R egis ter  to v ote  here”  (see Appendix A- 3:  Sample Sign).  I n 
prepa r ing a  v oter  regis tra tion ba nner ,  don’ t forget the na m e of y our  
orga niza tion or  group a nd its  logo.  B eca us e this  a ctiv ity  is  non- pa rtis a n,  m a k e 
s ure tha t y ou do not ha v e a ny  m a ter ia ls  endors ing a  ca ndida te on y our  ta ble.  

2 .  K e e p  t r a c k  o f  t h o s e  y o u  h a v e  r e g i s t e r e d  t o  v o t e .  I f y ou ha v e conta ct 
inform a tion for  the people  y ou regis ter ,  y ou ca n crea te phone- ba nk  lis ts  to ca ll 
thes e new v oters  before E lection Da y  to rem ind them  to ex ercis e their  r ight to 
v ote  a nd offer  them  tra ns porta tion to the polls .  W hile  this  m a y  s eem  lik e  a n 
inv a s ion of pr iv a cy ,  it is  per fectly  lega l a nd will be  a  m a jor  a dv a nta ge in 
following up with regis tered v oters  (see:  Appendix A- 6:  Voter  Registr ation Sign-
Up).  

3 .  P u b l i c i z e  y o u r  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  d r i v e .  Put up pos ters  a nd fly ers  a round 
y our  com m unity  a nd ha ng them  in y our  R ecov ery  C om m unity  C enter ,  Drug 
C ourt,  office,  s tore windows  or  other  loca tions .  You ca n a ls o s end out pres s  
relea s es  to loca l m edia  a nnouncing the da te,  tim e a nd loca tion of y our  v oter  
regis tra tion dr iv e.  T his  is  a  grea t wa y  to publicize  y our  dr iv e  a nd to ra is e 
a wa renes s  in the com m unity  (see:  Appendix A- 4:  Sample Flyer  For  Registr ation 
Table).  

4 .  T r a i n  y o u r  v o l u n t e e r s .  S chedule a  tra ining s es s ion to rev iew y our  s ta te’ s  
guidelines  for  regis ter ing v oters .  Ma k e s ure tha t ea ch v olunteer  is  thoroughly  
fa m ilia r  with the regis tra tion form s .  I f required in y our  s ta te,  v olunteers  s hould 
a ttend a ny  m a nda tory  tra ining s es s ions  conducted by  the loca l e lections  boa rd.  

5 .  O n  t h e  d a y  o f  t h e  d r i v e  s e t  u p  t h e  t a b l e .  Ma k e s ure y ou ha v e plenty  of pens ,  
v oter  regis tra tion a pplica tions  a nd ins tructions ,  v oter ’ s  guides  a nd y our  



 

orga niza tion’ s  litera ture.  V olunteers  m a y  s ta nd by  the regis tra tion ta ble with 
clipboa rds  a nd v oter  regis tra tion a pplica tions  in- ha nd,  rea dy  to a s k  pa s s ers - by  if 
they  a re regis tered to v ote (see:  Appendix A- 4:  Sample Flyer  For  Registr ation 
Table,  and see Voter  Registr ation I nfor mation).  

6 .  T e l l  p e o p le  w h o  r e g i s t e r  tha t they  will receiv e a  v oter  regis tra tion ca rd in the 
m a il within two or  three week s  a nd,  if not,  they  s hould conta ct the loca l boa rd of 
e lections .  

7 .  T u r n  i n  c o m p l e t e d  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  a p p l i c a t i o n s  to the loca l e lection 
officia l in a  tim ely  m a nner .  I t’ s  rea lly  im porta nt tha t y ou k now the la ws  in y our  
s ta te  a nd be s ure to get the ca rd turned in to the r ight pla ce within the correct 
a m ount of tim e.  Lega lly - m a nda ted tim e lim its  v a ry  by  s ta te.  

8 .  C o n t a c t  y o u r  l o c a l  e l e c t i o n s  b o a r d  or  cons ult the rules  gov erning v oter  
regis tra tion dr iv es  on y our  s ta te’ s  web s ite  which ca n be a cces s ed here:  
https : / / www. us a . gov / election- office  

 
See Voter  Registr ation I nfor mation for  mor e infor mation about voting eligibi lity.  

  

https://www.usa.gov/election-office


 

Voter Registration I nformation 
 

What Does a Registration Volunteer Do?  

A v oter  regis tra tion v olunteer  helps  to regis ter  v oters  indiv idua lly  or  a s  pa rt of a n 
orga niza tion or  group.  T he v oter  regis tra tion v olunteer  offers  eligible  indiv idua ls  the  
opportunity  to a pply  to regis ter  to v ote  by  dis tr ibuting v oter  regis tra tion a pplica tions ,  
prov iding a s s is ta nce with com pletion of the a pplica tion a nd,  when reques ted,  returning 
prom ptly  the com pleted a pplica tions  to a  s ta te or  loca l e lection officia l for  proces s ing.  

Here are some tips about how to register voters: 

“Are you a registered voter?” 

I f the pers on s a y s  no,  encoura ge him  or  her  to fill out a n a pplica tion.  R ev iew ea ch com pleted 
a pplica tion for  a ccura cy  a nd com pletenes s :  C a n y ou rea d the writing?  Are a ll the s ections  
filled out?  I s  the form  s igned?  

I f the pers on s a y s  y es ,  a s k  whether  there ha s  been a  cha nge in na m e or  a ddres s  s ince the 
la s t tim e he/ s he/ they  v oted.  I f s o,  y ou ca n s how them  where to upda te tha t inform a tion on 
the a pplica tion.  

I f the pers on is  relucta nt to regis ter ,  here a re s om e pos s ible  a ns wers  to com m on res pons es :   

“I don’t have time.”  

R e s p o n s e :  “ T ha t’ s  why  we’ re  here.  T his  will ta k e les s  tha n a  m inute.  W ha t’ s  y our  la s t 
na m e? ”   

“My candidate always loses.”  

R e s p o n s e :  “ T ha t’ s  why  we’ re  here.  S o m a ny  people jus t didn’ t v ote  in the la s t e lection.  
W e’ re going to regis ter  people  a nd encoura ge them  to v ote  s o we ca n m a k e a  difference on 
E lection D a y .  W ha t’ s  y our  la s t na m e? ”   

“My vote doesn’t make a difference.” 

R e s p o n s e :  “ T ha t’ s  why  we’ re  here.  A lot of people  feel tha t wa y ,  but if we a ll v oted we 
could m a k e a  difference.  W e’ re  going to regis ter  people a nd encoura ge them  to v ote s o we 
ca n hold politicia ns  a ccounta ble  on E lection Da y .  W ha t’ s  y our  la s t na m e? ”   

R e s p o n s e :  “ I  think  it’ s  im porta nt tha t y ou regis ter  to v ote.  W e need m ore people  in the 
com m unity  to get inv olv ed a nd s upport ca ndida tes  who will help our  neighborhood.  



 

R e s p o n s e :  “ W e ca n’ t k eep electing politicia ns  who don’ t ca re a bout a ddiction recov ery .  W e 
need to e lect officia ls  who ca re  a bout our  com m unity . ”  

T he U. S .  E lection As s is ta nce C om m is s ion points  out tha t “ Jus t”  one v ote  ca n a nd often does  
m a k e a  difference in the outcom e of a n e lection.  Here a re  a  couple of ex a m ples :   

I n 1 9 9 7 ,  V erm ont S ta te R epres enta tiv e S y dney  Nix on wa s  s ea ted a s  a n a ppa rent one- v ote 
winner ,  5 7 0  to 5 6 9 .  Mr .  Nix on res igned when the S ta te Hous e determ ined,  a fter  a  recount,  
tha t he ha d a ctua lly  los t to his  opponent R obert E m ond 5 7 2  to 5 7 1 .  

I n 1 9 8 9 ,  a  La ns ing,  Michiga n S chool Dis tr ict m illa ge propos ition fa iled when the fina l recount 
produced a  tie  v ote  5 , 1 4 7  for ,  a nd 5 , 1 4 7  a ga ins t.  On the or igina l v ote  count,  v otes  a ga ins t 
the propos ition were ten m ore tha n thos e in fa v or .  T he res ult m ea nt tha t the s chool dis tr ict 
ha d to reduce its  budget by  $ 2 . 5  m illion.  

E v e r y  v o t e  d o e s  c o u n t .  H o w e v e r ,  i f  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  f u r t h e r  r e f u s e  t o  r e g i s t e r  t o  v o t e ,  
w i s h  t h e m  a  g o o d  d a y  a n d  l o o k  f o r  y o u r  n e x t  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a n t  p r o s p e c t .  

W hen y ou’ re ta lk ing to people a bout regis ter ing to v ote,  plea s e rem em ber  tha t beca us e y ou 
a re conducting a  non- pa rtis a n v oter  regis tra tion dr iv e,  y ou m us t:  

Nev er  m ention the na m e of a  ca ndida te  or  a  pa rty ,  a nd s ta ff a nd v olunteers  s hould m a k e 
s ure tha t none of their  m a ter ia ls  or  clothing conta ins  ca ndida te or  pa rty  inform a tion or  
a dv ertis ing.   

I f a s k ed how y ou pla n to v ote,  do not a ns wer  the ques tion.  

I f y ou a re  a s k ed wha t pa rty  y ou prefer ,  do not a ns wer  the ques tion.  R a ther  ex pla in tha t 
y our  purpos e is  to prom ote the dem ocra tic proces s  a nd not pa rticula r  ca ndida tes .  

Do not a s k  the pers ons  y ou a re work ing with how they  pla n to v ote  or  wha t their  pa rty  
preference is  or  m a k e a ny  effort to find out their  a llegia nce to a ny  ca ndida te  or  pa rty  — 
whether  directly  or  indirectly .  

Do not s elect a  ta rget a rea  or  group beca us e y ou believ e the v oters  in tha t group or  a rea s  
will fa v or  a  ca ndida te  ev en if the ca ndida te is  a  m em ber  of a  group tha t y our  orga niza tion 
s erv es .  

Do not publicize  which ca ndida tes  a gree with the pos itions  tha t y our  orga niza tion s upports .  

Av oid a ny  a ppea ra nce tha t y our  v oter  regis tra tion a ctiv ities  a re tim ed to coincide with 
politica lly  s ignifica nt ev ents  in a  ca ndida te’ s  ca m pa ign.  

S m i l e ,  m a k e  e y e  c o n t a c t ,  b e  e n t h u s i a s t i c ! !   



 

Who has the right to vote? 

I n genera l,  a n indiv idua l m us t be a  United S ta tes  citizen by  bir th or  na tura liza tion 
1 8  y ea rs  old on or  before the da te  of the nex t genera l e lection following the da te of 
regis tra tion a  res ident of the s ta te in which he/ s he/ they  wis hes  to v ote 

E a ch s ta te  ha s  different v oter  eligibility  rules .  For  ins ta nce,  m a ny  s ta tes  ha v e eligibility  
requirem ents  tha t perm a nently  or  tem pora r ily  dis qua lify  citizens  for  felony  conv iction or  
a djudica tion a s  m enta lly  incom petent by  a  court of la w.  T he conditions  for  res tora tion of 
thes e v oting r ights  a re  lis ted on s ta te v oter  regis tra tion a pplica tion form s .  T here’ s  
inform a tion els ewhere in our  R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  civ ic enga gem ent ca m pa ign 
m a ter ia ls  a bout efforts  to res tore the v oting r ights  of indiv idua ls  with cr im ina l conv ictions .  

When is the deadline for registering to vote in the 2020 Elections 

E a ch s ta te ha s  its  own dea dline for  regis ter ing to v ote.  Although dea dlines  v a ry ,  m a ny  s ta tes  
require  the receipt of com pleted v oter  regis tra tion a pplica tion form s  3 0  da y s  before the 
Nov em ber  3 rd e lection da te.   

See:  Appendix A- 1:  State Voter  Registr ation Deadlines for  additional infor mation on voter  
r egistr ation deadlines for  2020 elections.  

Who Can Conduct a Voter Registration Drive or Project? 

Any  group or  orga niza tion m a y  conduct a  v oter  regis tra tion dr iv e.  I n m os t s ta tes ,  a ny one 
who is  e ighteen y ea rs  or  older  m a y  regis ter  other  people to v ote.  Howev er ,  ea ch s ta te ha s  
its  own la ws  gov erning v oter  regis tra tion.   

For  ins ta nce,  to qua lify  a s  a  v oter  regis tra tion v olunteer  in s om e s ta tes ,  a  pers on m us t firs t 
becom e deputized,  a ttend a  tra ining s es s ion,  or  m eet other  s pecia l requirem ents .  T o find 
out a bout y our  s ta te’ s  v oter  regis tra tion requirem ents  a nd its  rules  gov erning v oter  
regis tra tion dr iv es ,  v is it https : / / www. us a . gov / election- office  a nd s ea rch for  y our  s ta te  
elections  director .  E a ch s ta te s ite  a ls o includes  inform a tion a bout how to conta ct y our  loca l 
e lections  boa rds  or  officia ls  who ca n a ns wer  a ny  ques tions  y ou ha v e concerning y our  v oter  
regis tra tion dr iv e.  

Voter registration drives must be conducted in a non-partisan manner 

All a ctiv ities  conducted by  a  non- profit 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  ( non- profit)  orga niza tion dur ing the 
election s ea s on m us t rem a in non- pa rtis a n.  Orga niza tions  a nd indiv idua ls  enga ged in v oter  
regis tra tion dr iv es  ca nnot m a k e a ny  s ta tem ents   

in s upport of or  in oppos ition to a ny  pa rticula r  ca ndida te or  pa rty  or  ca rry  on a ny  a ctiv ity  
des igned to reflect a  preference or  recom m enda tion for  a  politica l pa rty  or  ca ndida te.  T h i s  
m e a n s  t h a t  y o u  c a n  n e v e r  e n d o r s e  o r  o p p o s e  a n y  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  a n y  p u b l i c  o f f i c e .  
W h e n  y o u  d o  v o t e r  o u t r e a c h ,  p l e a s e  t a l k  o n l y  a b o u t  t h e  i s s u e s  a f f e c t i n g  o u r  
r e c o v e r y  c o m m u n i t y ,  n o t  t h e  c a n d i d a t e s  w h o  s u p p o r t  o r  o p p o s e  t h e m .  Abs olutely  

https://www.usa.gov/election-office


 

no a ttem pts  m a y  be m a de to s wa y  the v oters  to regis ter  for  a  pa rticula r  ca ndida te a nd/ or  
politica l pa rty .  T he Allia nce for  Jus tice  ha s  publis hed s ingle  pa ge check lis ts  of rules  for  
nonprofit- election rela ted a ctiv ities  which ca n be obta ined a t:  

www. boldera dv oca cy . org/ wpcontent/ uploa ds / 2 0 1 8 / 0 6 / T y pes _ of_ E x em pt_ Orga niza tions _ a
nd_ W ha t_ T hey _ Ma y _ Do. pdf 

W hen conducting non- pa rtis a n v oter  regis tra tion dr iv es ,  v olunteers  a nd s ta ff of nonprofits  
a re frequently  confronted by  indiv idua ls  who would lik e  to enga ge in a  pa rtis a n dis cus s ion.  
Here a re  s om e helpful s ugges tions  for  dis enga ging from  thes e conv ers a tions :  

How to respond to partisan statements:  

“ W h i c h  o f  t h e  t w o  m a y o r a l  c a n d i d a t e s  s h o u l d  I  v o t e  f o r ? ”  

R e s p o n s e :  “ I ’ m  not here to te ll y ou who to v ote for .  I  res pect y our  a bility  to m a k e tha t 
decis ion for  y ours elf.  I  would encoura ge y ou to check  the ca ndida tes ’  webs ites ,  a ttend a  
ca ndida te forum ,  or  s pea k  with the ca ndida tes  directly  to s ee who is  m os t in line with y our  
v a lues  a nd the is s ues  y ou ca re a bout. ”  

“ W e  n e e d  t o  g e t  o u t  t h e  v o t e  f o r  C a n d i d a t e  ‘ X ’  –  I  h o p e  y o u  a r e  t e l l i n g  e v e r y o n e  
w h o  t h e y  a r e  a n d  t o  v o t e  f o r  t h e m ! ”  

R e s p o n s e :  “ T his  is  a  non- pa rtis a n v oter  regis tra tion dr iv e.  W e j us t wa nt to m a k e s ure tha t 
ev ery one is  pa rticipa ting in our  dem ocra tic s y s tem  a nd getting their  v oice hea rd in the 
upcom ing election! ”  

T he Federa l E lection C om m is s ion requires  tha t a  s ign or  wr itten notice be pos ted s ta ting:  

O u r  v o t e r  r e g i s t r a t i o n  s e r v i c e s  a r e  a v a i l a b l e  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  t o  t h e  v o t e r ’ s  p o l i t i c a l  
p r e f e r e n c e .  I n f o r m a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  a s s i s t a n c e  r e g a r d i n g  r e g i s t e r i n g  o r  v o t i n g ,  
i n c l u d i n g  t r a n s p o r t a t i o n  a n d  o t h e r  s e r v i c e s  o f f e r e d ,  s h a l l  n o t  b e  w i t h h e l d  o r  
r e f u s e d  o n  t h e  b a s i s  o f  s u p p o r t  f o r  o r  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  p a r t i c u l a r  c a n d i d a t e s  o r  a  
p a r t i c u l a r  p a r t y .  

See:  Appendix A- 5:  Non- Par tisan Disclaimer  for  Table 

  

http://www.bolderadvocacy.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/06/Types_of_Exempt_Organizations_and_What_They_May_Do.pdf
http://www.bolderadvocacy.org/wpcontent/uploads/2018/06/Types_of_Exempt_Organizations_and_What_They_May_Do.pdf


 

Non-Partisan Voter Education 
 

E d u c a t i o n  a b o u t  i s s u e s  i s  a  p o w e r f u l  p r e d i c t o r  o f  c i v i c  e n g a g e m e n t .  T he m ore  
people  k now,  the m ore lik ely  it is  tha t they  will pa rticipa te in civ ic a ffa irs .  I f we ex pect thos e 
who we regis ter  to v ote  to ex ercis e  tha t r ight,  then we m us t prov ide them  with good 
inform a tion a bout the is s ues  they  ca re a bout a nd inform a tion a bout the ca ndida tes ’  
pos itions  on thos e is s ues .  

An effectiv e ca m pa ign relies  on s im ple a nd powerful m es s a ging.  You ca n dev elop one- pa ge 
fa ct s heets  a bout cr itica l is s ues  in y our  com m unity  a nd pres ent them  to a ll of the ca ndida tes  
tha t y ou will be conta cting a s  well a s  loca l a nd s ta te politica l pa rties .   

• A t t e n d  C a m p a i g n  E v e n t s ,  F o r u m s ,  a n d  T o w n  M e e t i n g s  
Orga niz ing to crea te a  unified pres ence a nd conv ey  a  cons is tent m es s a ge a t 
ev ents .  

• E n c o u r a g e  l o c a l  m e d i a  t o  f o c u s  o n  o u r  i s s u e s   
Prov iding inform a tion to m edia  a bout a ddiction prev ention,  trea tm ent a nd 
recov ery  is s ues .   

• S o c i a l  M e d i a  
An effectiv e wa y  to m es s a ge ca ndida tes  a nd y our  com m unity .  

• D e b a t e s  
Ma k ing s ure recov ery  com m unity  is s ues  a re ins erted into ca ndida te deba tes .  

• O r g a n i z e  a n  E v e n t  
Attend C a m pa ign E v ents ,  Forum s ,  a nd T own Meetings  

Attend Campaign Events,  Forums, and Town Meetings 

C a ll the ca ndida te’ s  s chedulers  or  the ca ndida te’ s  ca m pa ign directors  to find out when a nd 
where the ca ndida tes  will be  in y our  a rea .  G ov T ra ck  ( www. gov tra ck . us ) ,  Project V ote 
S m a rt ( jus tfa cts . v otes m a rt. org) ,  a nd On T he I s s ues  ( www. ontheis s ues . org)  a re a ll 
ex cellent res ources  to find m ore a bout y our  legis la tors  a nd bills .  

Publicize  ea ch ev ent with a dv oca tes  in y our  R ecov ery  C om m unity  Orga niza tion a nd through 
a llied orga niza tions ,  trea tm ent,  a nd other  recov ery  network s .  Ma k e s ure  tha t y ou ha v e 
recov ery  a dv oca tes  or  v olunteers  a t ea ch ev ent for  the ca ndida te in the election y ou a re  
ta rgeting to a s k  ques tions  to get the ca ndida tes  on record (see:  Appendix B:  Call to Action 
“Questions to Ask Candidates”).  I f y our  R ecov ery  C om m unity  Orga niza tion publis hes  a  
news letter ,  y ou m a y  qua lify  for  a  pres s  credentia l for  ca m pa ign ev ents .  I f y ou do,  try  to 
a ttend ev ents  a nd forum s  a s  pa rt of the pres s  corps .   

Orga nize recov ery  a dv oca tes  a nd other  v olunteers  a t ea ch ev ent with s igns  tha t s a y :  
R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  a nd the na m e of y our  orga niza tion.  Ma k e s ure to te ll the s ign 
holders  to pos ition them s elv es  in front of a ny  T V  ca m era s  or  reporters .  I t will be v ery  

http://www.govtrack.us/
http://justfacts.votesmart.org/
http://www.ontheissues.org/


 

powerful if s igns  with thes e m es s a ges  s how up in the pres s  cov era ge of ev ents  in y our  
com m unity .  W e a ls o s ugges t tha t a ll of the s ign holders  wea r  purple  T - s hirts .  T his  will crea te  
a  v is ua l effect tha t ties  the centra lized m es s a ge to a  uniform  color  a round the country .  

See:  Appendix B:  Call to Action “Questions to Ask Candidates”  and see:  10 Easy Steps to Or ganize 
a RECOVERY VOI CES COUNT Event.  

Encourage Local Media to Focus on Our I ssues 

Ma k e y our  own news .  Find out when ca ndida tes  will be on ta lk  ra dio s hows  a nd ca ll in with 
ques tions  a bout a lcohol a nd other  drug trea tm ent a nd recov ery  is s ues  (see:  Appendix B:  
Call to Action “Questions to Ask Candidates”).  S end letters  to the ca ndida tes  a s k ing them  to 
res pond to loca lly - ta ilored v a r ia tions  of the s a m ple ques tions .  S ee if y our  da ily  news pa per  
will a gree in a dv a nce to pr int the ca ndida tes ’  res pons es  to y our  ques tions .  I f s o,  let the 
ca ndida tes  k now this ,  a nd they  will v ery  lik ely  res pond.  I f they  res pond,  publicize  the 
res pons es  loca lly  through y our  news letter ,  letters  to the editor ,  editor ia ls ,  etc.  I f y ou get a  
com m itm ent from  one ca ndida te,  tell the other  ca ndida tes  “ C a ndida te  X  is  on boa rd,  
where do y ou s ta nd? ”  Publicize the a ns wers .  

B r ief y our  loca l pres s  corps  ( pr int,  ra dio,  T V ) .  T ry  to get them  interes ted in ra is ing ques tions  
a bout the ca ndida tes ’  pos itions  on a ddiction recov ery  is s ues .  S chedule a n editor ia l boa rd 
m eeting to dis cus s  thes e is s ues .  You ca n a ls o wr ite  a n op- ed piece tha t will dra w a ttention 
to drug a nd a lcohol is s ues  when it is  publis hed in y our  loca l news pa per .   

For  m ore inform a tion on pla nning a n editor ia l boa rd m eeting or  wr iting a n op- ed,  v is it  
www. fa ces a ndv oices ofrecov ery . org/ .  

Social Media 

T his  is  the era  of s ocia l m edia .  I t is  a  m us t ha v e for  a ll orga niza tions -  es pecia lly  for  
ca ndida tes .  T a k e a dv a nta ge of a m plified ex pos ure.  C rea te s om e s a m ple Fa cebook ,  
T witter ,  a nd I ns ta gra m  pos ts  for  y our  com m unity  to s ha re.  T hes e m es s a ges  s hould be 
ta k en from  a ny  preex is ting fa ct s heets  a nd conta in inform a tion v ita l to educa ting a bout 
y our  com m unity ’ s  is s ues .  Additiona lly ,  find news  a bout the is s ues  tha t concern y ou.  T his  
is  a n ex cellent wa y  to ea s ily  dis s em ina te inform a tion through Fa cebook  a nd T witter-  a nd 
will s tim ula te conv ers a tion.  B e cogniza nt to a lwa y s  route thes e pos ts  ba ck  to y our  
orga niza tion a nd to y our  lens .  

All ca ndida tes  a nd elections  boa rds  will ha v e m ultiple  s ocia l m edia  a ccounts .  Find the 
ca ndida tes  a nd is s ues  im porta nt to y ou a nd m a k e s ure to lik e  a nd follow the 
ca ndida te/ is s ue/ election boa rd/ city / s ta te.  Follow the a ccounts  y ou a re  interes ted in 
clos ely .  T his  is  a  s im ple a nd cos t- effectiv e m ethod to a ppea r  on the ra da r  for  this  is s ue.  
R es pond to pos ts ,  s ha re pos ts ,  a nd enga ge in dia logue.  You will a ls o s ta y  on top of 
upcom ing ev ents  a nd the la tes t news .  T a k e tim e to look  through other  pa ge followers  — 
this  is  a  grea t wa y  to find out who els e is  interes ted in the is s ue a nd find new a llies ,  
inform a tion,  a nd people to a dd to y our  a llia nce.  

http://www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org/


 

Debates 

A growing num ber  of ra dio a nd telev is ion s ta tions  a re a s k ing v iewers  to s ubm it ques tions  
to ca ndida tes  dur ing a nd a fter  telev is ed deba tes .  W eb- only  deba tes  a llow internet us ers  to 
directly  a s k  ca ndida tes  ques tions ,  e ither  through tex t or  v ideo s ubm is s ions  on Fa cebook ,  
T witter  a nd YouT ube.  T hes e online deba tes  prov ide a  new forum  for  getting ca ndida tes  on 
record a bout drug a nd a lcohol prev ention,  trea tm ent a nd recov ery  is s ues .  As  we m ov e 
towa rd Nov em ber  2 0 2 0 ,  there will proba bly  be s ev era l online opportunities  to a ddres s  loca l,  
s ta te  a nd na tiona l ca ndida tes .  

Organize an Event 

10 Easy Steps to Organize a RECOVERY VOICES COUNT Event 

O r g a n i z e  a  pla nning com m ittee.  Us e y our  R E C O V E R Y  V O I C E S  C O U N T  com m ittee to 
pla n the ev ent.  C onta ct a ll of the m em bers  of y our  com m ittee a nd a s k  if they  will help 
pla n it.  S et up a  m eeting within one or  two week s  of y our  initia l conv ers a tions  with people  
to k eep the m om entum  going.  

1 .  O r g a n i z e  a  p l a n n i n g  c o m m i t t e e .  Us e y our  R E C O V E R Y  V O I C E S  C O U N T  
com m ittee to pla n the ev ent.  C onta ct a ll of the m em bers  of y our  com m ittee a nd 
a s k  if they  will help pla n it.  S et up a  m eeting within one or  two week s  of y our  
initia l conv ers a tions  with people to k eep the m om entum  going.  

2 .  S e t  a  d a t e  a n d  t i m e .  You will wa nt to hold y our  ev ent well before  the election.  
I t will require a  couple of m onths  lea d tim e a nd lots  of pa tience.  R em em ber  tha t 
federa l ca ndida te  ev ents  will require m ore lea d- tim e tha n thos e for  s ta te or  loca l 
ca ndida tes .  

3 .  F i n d  o u t  w h e n  ca ndida tes  m ight be a ble to a ttend.  After  y our  firs t m eeting,  
s end out inform a l inv ita tions  to ea ch ca m pa ign’ s  s cheduler  ( the pers on who 
k nows  where ca ndida tes  will be  on a ny  giv en da te)  to identify  s om e pos s ible 
da tes .  

4 .  D e c i d e  if y our  ev ent will be  “ clos ed”  ( ca ndida tes  from  only  certa in pa rties  will 
be a llowed to pa rticipa te)  or  “ open”  ( ca ndida tes  from  a ll pa rties  will be  a llowed 
to pa rticipa te)  a nd decide on a  them e.  C rea te a  them e tha t will interes t a s  m a ny  
ca ndida tes  a s  pos s ible with a  ca tchy  title  tha t will enga ge the pres s .  

5 .  C o n s i d e r  a l l  o f  t h e  l o g i s t i c s  a nd put together  a  pla n tha t includes  a  tim eline 
a nd who will be res pons ible for  the different ta s k s .  Ma k e a  lis t of things  tha t y ou 
will need to do for  a  s ucces s ful ev ent including the them e;  loca tion;  food a nd 
bev era ges ;  budget;  identify ing a  fa ir ,  reputa ble  m odera tor ;  a nd m eeting the 
needs  of reporters .  Ma k e s ure to include conta cting a ll of the indiv idua ls  a nd 
groups  who y ou wa nt to a ttend.  You s hould us e news pa pers ,  fliers ,  em a ils ,  
editor ia ls  a nd letters - to- the editor ,  com m unity  ca lenda rs ,  a nd pers ona l phone 
ca lls  to publicize  the ev ent for  s ev era l week s  a hea d of tim e.  



 

6 .  E x t e n d  a  f o r m a l  i n v i t a t i o n  to ea ch ca m pa ign a nd the politica l pa rties .  T he 
s chedulers  need to put pos s ible  da tes  on the ca ndida te’ s  lis t of ev ents ,  s o 
conta ct them  a s  s oon a s  y ou ha v e the ba s ics  down.  T he s cheduler  will then try  
to na rrow down da tes  a nd ev ents  the ca ndida te  wis hes  to a ttend — the proces s  
requires  a  grea t dea l of pa tience a nd flex ibility .  I f there’ s  s om eone in y our  
pla nning com m ittee with a  pers ona l connection to a  ca ndida te or  politica l pa rty ,  
a s k  them  to be the conta ct pers on to the s cheduler .  Your  form a l inv ita tion 
s hould be enthus ia s tic y et polite .  As k  the ca ndida te  to a ttend y our  ev ent.  ( You 
m a y  wa nt to inv ite  ea ch ca ndida te’ s  prox y ,  e . g. ,  s pous e other  fa m ily  m em ber  or  
elected officia l,  in ca s e the ca ndida te is n’ t a v a ila ble. )  Ma k e s ure  to include the 
na m es  of a ll of the other  orga niza tions  tha t a re  s pons or ing the ev ent in y our  
inv ita tion.  Don’ t m a k e fa ls e  prom is es  a bout the a m ount of pres s  or  the num ber  
of people who will a ttend y our  ev ent.  I t’ s  im porta nt to conta ct the loca l a nd/ or  
s ta te  politica l pa rties  a s  s oon a s  pos s ible a nd inv ite  them  to a ttend a s  well.  

7 .  F o l l o w - u p .  W hen y ou receiv e a  com m itm ent tha t a  ca ndida te or  his / her/ their  
prox y  will a ttend,  hopefully  s ix  to eight week s  pr ior  to the ev ent,  y ou ca n ca rry  
on with y our  pla nning.  S ta y  in regula r  conta ct with the ca m pa ign offices  a s  well 
a s  the offices  of the s ta te politica l pa rties ,  es pecia lly  a s  y ou dra w nea r  to the 
ev ent.  Any  tim e y ou ha v e legitim a te news  a bout y our  ev ent ( e . g. ,  a  new 
s pons or  s igns  on)  conta ct the ca ndida tes  to s how them  how s ucces s ful y ou ha v e 
been.  T wo to four  week s  before  the ev ent,  reques t a  definitiv e a ns wer  on 
whether  or  not the ca ndida te  or  prox y  will be a t the ev ent.  I f the a ns wer  is  y es  
or  proba bly ,  then a s k  wha t y ou ca n do to help “ a dv a nce their  tea m , ”  which 
m ea ns  help with tra v el a nd other  a rra ngem ents .  Ma inta in regula r  conta ct with 
the ca m pa ign a nd the s ta te a nd/ or  loca l pa rty  a nd inform  them  of the 
ca ndida tes  a nd V I Ps  who ha v e a greed to a ttend the ev ent.  Fina lly ,  ca ll the week  
of the ev ent to s erv e a s  one la s t rem inder  

8 .  P l a n  a n d  e x e c u t e  y our  m edia  s tra tegy .  T wo to three week s  before  y our  ev ent,  
em a il a  pdf ( or  fa x )  a  m edia  a dv is ory  to a ll of the telev is ion a nd ra dio s ta tions  
tha t y ou’ v e identified.  R em em ber  to k eep the s ta te  a nd/ or  loca l politica l pa rties  
a nd a ll of y our  colla bora tors  a brea s t of dev elopm ents .  Follow up with a  phone 
ca ll,  confirm ing tha t the correct pers on receiv ed the a dv is ory  a nd a s k  if 
he/ s he/ they  is  pla nning to cov er  y our  ev ent.  C a ll a ga in two da y s  before to m a k e 
s ure tha t the pers on will be a ttending.  T ry  to genera te m edia  interes t s ev era l 
week s  a hea d of tim e by  m eeting with editor ia l boa rds ,  wr iting letters  to the 
editor  a nd writing Op- E ds .  S end y our  pres s  cov era ge to the ca ndida tes ,  s ta te 
politica l pa rties  a nd to Fa ces  &  V oices !   

9 .  I n c l u d e  m a k i n g  s i g n s ,  ba nners ,  a nd t- s hirts  with the centra lized m es s a ges :  
R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  a nd the na m e of y our  orga niza tion.  Orga nize a  core 
group of 1 0  to 2 0  people who will hold thes e s igns  or  wea r  the buttons  a nd t-
s hirts  fa cing the ca m era s  a nd pres s  dur ing the ev ent.  



 

1 0 . P r e p a r e  a  l i s t  of ques tions  for  the ca ndida tes  a nd pick  people who will be 
prepa red to a s k  them  (see:  Appendix B:  Call to Action “Questions to Ask 
Candidates”).  

C AS E  S T UDY:  I n Ja nua ry  2 0 1 6 ,  Fa ces  &  V oices  of R ecov ery  work ed with the Addiction Policy  
Forum  to co- s pons or  the New Ha m ps hire Forum  on Addiction a nd the Heroin E pidem ic.  I t 
wa s  held a t S outhern New Ha m ps hire  Univ ers ity  in Ma nches ter ,  NH  a nd a ttra cted fiv e  
Pres identia l ca ndida tes .  T hree a dditiona l ca ndida tes  s ent a  high- profile  s urroga te to dis cus s  
their  pos ition on a ddiction recov ery  is s ues .  Fa ces  &  V oices  dev eloped a  s er ies  of ques tions  
im porta nt to the recov ery  com m unity  a nd m a ny  were a s k ed to the ca ndida tes  dur ing the 
forum .  T he forum  wa s  a  rem a rk a ble s ucces s  a nd is  a  m odel for  the other  forum s  for  
ca ndida tes  in the na tiona l a nd s ta te e lections .   



 

Non-Partisan Get-Out-The-Vote Activities 
 

R e g i s t e r i n g  v o t e r s  i s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p .  E duca ting v oters  a bout the is s ues  is  a n im porta nt 
pa rt of y our  civ ic enga gem ent ca m pa ign.  Nex t is  the fun a nd ins pir ing pa rt — getting out 
the v ote.  T his  is  where y ou enga ge y our  m em bers  a nd newly - regis tered v oters  in a ctua lly  
ex ercis ing their  r ight to v ote.  Once people  a re  regis tered a nd educa ted a bout the e lection,  
the fina l s tep is  to m a k e s ure  tha t they  get to the polls  a nd ca s t their  ba llot.   

T here  a re  m a ny  rea s ons  tha t people  who a re regis tered fa il to v ote  on E lection Da y .  T here  
m a y  be tra ns porta tion problem s  getting to the polls  a nd s om etim es  people a re hes ita nt 
a bout a ctua lly  v oting.  Your  ca m pa ign s hould focus  on encoura ging the indiv idua ls  y ou ha v e 
regis tered a nd y our  m em bers ,  fr iends  a nd a llies  who a re  regis tered to v ote,  to get to the 
polls !  Your  non- pa rtis a n G et- Out- T he- V ote a ctiv ities  ca n be a  lot of fun,  building com m unity  
s pir it a nd com m itm ent to y our  orga niza tion.  T hey ’ re  a ls o a  grea t wa y  to enga ge v olunteers  
in s pecific,  im porta nt a ctiv ities .  

Here’ s  a  lis t of s om e s ugges ted G et- Out- T he- V ote a ctiv ities  for  y our  R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  
C OUNT  civ ic enga gem ent ca m pa ign com m ittee to cons ider .  T hink  a bout wha t m a k es  the 
m os t s ens e for  y our  orga niza tion to ta k e on a nd pla n a ccordingly  (see:  Appendix D:  Sample 
Get- Out- The- Vote Emails).  

Two weeks before Election Day:  

Ma il rem inders  to v ote.  Us e this  a s  a  rem inder  for  folk s  to check  tha t they  ha v e receiv ed 
their  v oter  regis tra tion ca rds ,  k now when elections  a re,  where to v ote,  a nd giv e them  a  
phone num ber  to ca ll if y ou a re prov iding tra ns porta tion to the polls  on E lection D a y .   

Orga nize a  group of v olunteers  who a re  willing to dr iv e people to the polls .   

Five days before Election Day:  

C a ll regis tra nts  — rem ind them  to v ote  a nd a s k  if they  need tra ns porta tion to their  polling 
pla ce.   

T his  is  a  grea t a ctiv ity  for  v olunteers  (see Appendix C:  Get- Out- The- Vote Telephone Scr ipt).  

Day before Election Day:  

G o door- to- door .  R em ind people to v ote a nd lea v e written rem inders  for  people who a ren’ t 
hom e.   

Election Day:  

Offer  tra ns porta tion to a nd from  the polls .  T his  is  a  v ery  im porta nt a ctiv ity  beca us e it’ s  the 
bes t wa y  to m a k e s ure tha t people  ha v e a n opportunity  to ex ercis e  their  r ight to v ote .  
Publicize tha t y our  orga niza tion is  offer ing r ides  to the polls  a nd k eep a  lis t of people who 



 

ha v e s a id tha t they  would lik e a  r ide.  You s hould ha v e s om eone who is  s pecifica lly  in cha rge 
of giv ing r ides  a nd a  phone num ber  tha t y ou ca n us e for  people to ca ll to s ign up for  r ides .  

Ma k e s ure  tha t y our  v olunteer  dr iv ers  us e a  ca r  tha t is  not cov ered in ca ndida te  or  pa rty -
s pecific bum per  s tick ers  a nd tha t they  do not m ention ca ndida tes  on the phone or  a t the 
door .   



 

Keep it Non-Partisan:  Civic Engagement 
 

F o r  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  w i t h  n o n p r o f i t  5 0 1 ( c ) ( 3 )  s t a t u s ,  it is  cr itica l tha t y ou rem a in non-
pa rtis a n in a ll a s pects  of y our  v oter  enga gem ent ca m pa ign.  T here is  a  grea t dea l tha t 
nonprofits  m a y  do lega lly  to pa rticipa te  in the electora l proces s .  Here is  a  ba s ic guide to 
genera l rules .  Howev er ,  la ws  m a y  v a ry  by  s ta te a nd circum s ta nce.  W hen in doubt,  cons ult 
a  la wy er  or  go to Allia nce for  Jus tice ( www. a fj . org)  or  B oulder  Adv oca cy  
( www. boldera dv oca cy . org) for  guida nce.  

Pa rtis a n politica l a ctiv ity  inv olv es  ex plicit s upport for  ca ndida tes  a nd politica l pa rties .  For  
ex a m ple,  indiv idua ls  or  certa in groups  m a y  us e their  tim e or  res ources  to s upport the  
R epublica n Pa rty ,  the Dem ocra tic Pa rty ,  or  a ny  other  pa rty .  Or  they  m a y  us e their  tim e a nd 
res ources  to s upport C a ndida te  ‘ X ’  or  C a ndida te  ‘ Y’  in the upcom ing election.  I ndiv idua ls  
a nd certa in groups  ha v e the r ight to s upport or  oppos e a ny  ca ndida te or  pa rty  a nd to enga ge 
in a ll k inds  of pa rtis a n a ctiv ity .  

Non- pa rtis a n a ctiv ity  is  different.  B y  definition,  non- pa rtis a n a ctiv ity  does  not s upport or  
oppos e s pecific ca ndida tes  or  politica l pa rties .  I ns tea d it enga ges  people in the electora l 
proces s  its elf,  without rega rd to pa rties  or  ca ndida tes .  I t encoura ges  dem ocra tic 
pa rticipa tion by  enla rging the electora te,  inform ing people  of their  r ights  a nd 
res pons ibilities ,  a nd educa ting on is s ues  of concern to v a r ious  cons tituencies .  

Nonprofit 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  orga niza tions  a re res tr icted to non- pa rtis a n politica l a ctiv ity  due to their  
ta x  s ta tus .  Des pite  s om e res tr ictions ,  they  a re  lea rning tha t it is  pos s ible to be politica l 
without being pa rtis a n.  I n doing s o,  they  a re contr ibuting to a  renewa l of our  dem ocra cy .  

General Rules for 501(c)(3)  Organizations in Election Season 

Remain non-partisan 

Nonprofit 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  orga niza tions  m us t rem a in non- pa rtis a n.  Nev er  endors e or  ex pres s  a  
preference for  a ny  ca ndida te  or  politica l pa rty  in a n election.  E v en m es s a ges  tha t don’ t 
m ention a  ca ndida te  or  don’ t ex plicitly  s upport or  oppos e a  ca ndida te  m ight be too pa rtis a n 
if the la ngua ge im plicitly  s ugges ts  s upport or  oppos ition.  

Speak broadly about issues 

Nonprofit 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  orga niza tions  m us t ta lk  a bout is s ues  in wa y s  tha t don’ t a ppea r  to fa v or  
one ca ndida te ov er  a nother .  R a is ing im porta nt is s ues  in the contex t of their  e lectora l work  
is  a  powerful tool for  nonprofits  work ing to m obilize  v oters ,  but nonprofit 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 ) s  need 
to be ca reful.  Mention s ev era l is s ues ,  not jus t one or  two.  You don’ t wa nt to look  a s  if y ou’ re 
s electiv ely  choos ing is s ues  to fa v or  one ca ndida te ov er  a nother .  I t’ s  OK  to rem ind v oters  
tha t hea lth ca re is  a  cr itica l is s ue in the election,  but a  nonprofit 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  s hould not 
prom ote a  pa rticula r  ca ndida te’ s  pla n to a ddres s  the is s ue.   

http://www.afj.org/
http://www.bolderadvocacy.org/


 

Permissible Election Activities Checklist 

Nonprofit 5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  public cha r ity  orga niza tions  a re  s tr ictly  forbidden from  enga ging in a ny  
politica l a ctiv ity  in s upport of or  in oppos ition to a ny  ca ndida te  for  public office.  T he I R S  will 
cons ider  a ll of the fa cts  a nd circum s ta nces  s urrounding a n a ctiv ity  to determ ine whether  
the a ctiv ity  v iola tes  this  prohibition.  Howev er ,  5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  public cha r ity  orga niza tions  ca n 
enga ge in non- pa rtis a n v oter  educa tion a ctiv ity  a nd in a  lim ited a m ount of lobby ing.  

501(c)(3)s MAY:  

• E nga ge in lim ited lobby ing,  including work  on ba llot m ea s ures  

• C onduct non- pa rtis a n educa tion a nd tra ining s es s ions  on pa rticipa tion in the 
politica l proces s  E duca te a ll of the ca ndida tes  on public interes t is s ues  

• Publis h legis la tiv e  s coreca rds  ( with certa in res tr ictions )  

• Prepa re ca ndida te  ques tionna ires  a nd crea te v oter  guides  ( with certa in 
res tr ictions )  

• C a nv a s s  the public on is s ues  

• S pons or  ca ndida te  deba tes  ( with certa in res tr ictions )  

• R ent a t fa ir  m a rk et v a lue m a iling lis ts  a nd fa cilities  to other  orga niza tions ,  
legis la tors ,  a nd ca ndida tes  ( with certa in res tr ictions )  

• C onduct non- pa rtis a n G et- Out- T he- V ote a nd v oter  regis tra tion dr iv es   

• E s ta blis h a  controlled 5 0 1 ( c) ( 4 )  orga niza tion 

• W ork  with a ll politica l pa rties  to get its  pos itions  included on the pa rty ’ s  
pla tform .  

501(c)(3)  s MAY NOT:  

• E ndors e ca ndida tes  for  public office  

• Ma k e a ny  ca m pa ign contr ibutions  

• Ma k e ex penditures  on beha lf of ca ndida tes  

• R es tr ict renta l of their  m a iling lis ts  a nd fa cilities  to certa in ca ndida tes  

• As k  ca ndida tes  to s ign pledges  on a ny  is s ue ( ta cit endors em ent)  

• I ncrea s e the v olum e or  a m ount of incum bent cr iticis m  a s  election tim e 
a pproa ches  Publis h or  com m unica te  a ny thing tha t ex plicitly  or  im plicitly  fa v ors  
or  oppos es  a  ca ndida te 



 

Thank you to the r e: power ,  for mer ly known as Wellstone Action Fund,  for  use of their  
mater ials  fr om “Non- par tisan Voter  Engagement Manual. ”  I f  you have questions on 
per missible activities ,  please contact info@ facesandvoicesofr ecover y. or g 

  

mailto:info@facesandvoicesofrecovery.org


 

Appendix A-1:  State Voter Registration Deadlines 
 

C OV I D- 1 9  ha s  im pa cted nea r ly  ev ery  a s pect of liv es ,  including regis tra tion a nd v oting 
procedures  a nd guidelines .  Due to the ev ercha nging na ture  of thes e item s ,  we ha v e 
withheld lis ting ex plicit dea dline inform a tion in this  res ource,  a nd ins tea d encoura ge a ll to 
v is it R ock  the V ote for  up- to- da te inform a tion:  

https : / / www. rock thev ote. org/ how- to- v ote/ na tionwide- v oting- info/ cov id- 1 9 - v oting-
inform a tion/  

S pecia l T ha nk s  to R ock  the V ote for  their  e lection m a ter ia ls  a nd inform a tion.   

  

https://www.rockthevote.org/how-to-vote/nationwide-voting-info/covid-19-voting-information/
https://www.rockthevote.org/how-to-vote/nationwide-voting-info/covid-19-voting-information/
https://www.rockthevote.org/


 

Appendix A-2:  Voter Registration Drive Checklist 
 

Preparing for the Drive 

Activities Responsible Person Notes/Completion Date 

C onta ct loca l e lections  office  for  
rules  gov erning v oter  regis tra tion 
dr iv es .   

  

Decide on loca tion( s )  for  y our  
dr iv e.  

  

G et perm is s ion from  
bus ines s / property  owner .   

  

S et the da te a nd tim e( s )  for  y our  
dr iv e.    

  

S ign up v olunteers  to s ta ff the 
dr iv e.   

  

Adv is e  loca l e lection office  of y our  
dr iv e  a nd obta in v oter  regis tra tion 
ca rds ,  guides  a nd m a nua ls  

  

Obta in v oter  educa tiona l 
inform a tion a nd m a ter ia ls  for  
regis tra tion outrea ch progra m s .  

  

G a ther  equipm ent a nd s upplies .    

Prepa re ba nners ,  v oter  
regis tra tion s igns ,  s ign- in s heets  
a nd na m e ta gs .  

  

Publicize y our  dr iv e.  Prepa re 
fly ers  a nd pres s  relea s es .  

  

T ra in y our  v olunteers .  Ma k e s ure 
v olunteers  a re regis tered v oters  
a nd a ttend m a nda tory  tra ining 
conducted by  loca l e lections  
boa rd.  

  

  



 

Day of the Drive  

Activities Responsible Person Notes/Completion Date 

S et up ta ble a nd cha irs     

Pens  a nd clipboa rds    

V oter  regis tra tion ca rds    

V oter  guides  a nd inform a tion 
brochures  

  

Na m e ta gs    

S ign- in s heets    

Your  orga niza tion’ s  brochures    

Pos t s ign “ regis ter  to v ote  here”    

Pos t s ign “ our  v oter  regis tra tion 
s erv ices  a re a v a ila ble  without 
rega rd for  the v oter ’ s  politica l 
preference 

  

Approa ch people  with a  s m ile  a nd 
offer  them  the opportunity  to 
regis ter  to v ote  or  upda te their  
regis tra tion inform a tion 

  

Ma k e s ure v oter  regis tra tion 
a pplica tions  a re proper ly  
com pleted a nd s igned 

  

Account for  a ll v oter  regis tra tion 
a pplica tions  

  

Deliv er  com pleted ca rds  to y our  
loca tion elections  office  

  

T ha nk  ev ery one for  their  
a s s is ta nce,  including the 
v olunteers  a nd the orga niza tion 
hos ting the dr iv e  

  

E v a lua te  y our  v oter  regis tra tion 
dr iv e  for  pos s ible  im prov em ents  

  



 

Appendix A-3:  Sample Sign 
 

BE ANOTHER VOTER FOR 
RECOVERY! 

R e g i s t e r  t o  V o t e  
a t  [ e v e n t  n a m e ]  

 

[time] – [time] 

[location] 

This non-partisan voting registration drive is 
sponsored by [organization name]. 

  



 

Appendix A-4:  Sample Flyer For Registration Table 
 

BE ANOTHER 
VOTER FOR 
RECOVERY! 

 

Election Day 
Tuesday, November 3, 2020 

This non-partisan voting registration drive is 
sponsored by [organization name]. 

  



 

Appendix A-5:  Non-Partisan Disclaimer for Table 
 

 
 
 

Our voter registration services  
are available without regard  

for the voter’s political preference.  
Information and other assistance 
regarding registering or voting, 

including transportation and other 
services offered, shall not be withheld 

or refused on the basis of support for or 
opposition to a particular candidate or 

particular political party.  

  



 

Appendix A-6:  Voter Registration Sign-Up 
 

E v e n t  D a y / T i m e / L o c a t i o n :  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

Na m e:   

Addres s :   

C ity  &  Z ip:   

Phone:   

E m a il:   

Na m e:   

Addres s :   

C ity  &  Z ip:   

Phone:   

E m a il:   

Na m e:   

Addres s :   

C ity  &  Z ip:   

Phone:   

E m a il:   

Na m e:   

Addres s :   

C ity  &  Z ip:   

Phone:   

E m a il:   

Na m e:   

Addres s :   

C ity  &  Z ip:   

Phone:   

E m a il:   

Na m e:   

Addres s :   

C ity  &  Z ip:   

Phone:   

E m a il:   
  



 

Appendix B:  Call to Action 
 

QUESTI ONS TO ASK CANDI DATES 

Us e the following four  ques tions  to a s k  ca ndida tes  a bout k ey  recov ery  is s ues .  

1 .  I n 2 0 1 7 ,  U. S .  drug ov erdos e dea ths  ros e to 7 2 , 0 0 0 ;  a  record num ber  higher  
tha n the pea k  y ea r ly  dea ths  tolls  from  HI V / AI DS ,  ca r  cra s hes  or  gun dea ths .  I t 
is  es tim a ted tha t toda y  there a re  clos e 2 5 - m illion of our  fe llow Am erica ns  –  our  
neighbors  -  in need of trea tm ent a nd recov ery  for  drug,  a lcohol a nd other  
dis ea s es  rela ted to s ubs ta nce us e dis order .  Untrea ted s ubs ta nce us e dis orders  
a nd the nega tiv e public perception a nd dis cr im ina tion tha t a ccom pa nies  it lea ds  
to other  s er ious  hea lth problem s  a nd illnes s  is s ues  ( hea rt dis ea s e,  lower  work  
productiv ity ,  ov ercrowded ja ils ,  a nd dev elopm enta l da m a ge to a n a ddicted 
pers on’ s  children) .  Yet,  there  continues  to be a  la rge “ trea tm ent ga p”  with only  
2 . 5  m illion people receiv ing trea tm ent a t a  s pecia lty  fa cility .  T here is  a ls o a  ga p 
in the need for  recov ery  s upport s erv ices  to m a inta in a nd s us ta in recov ery .  I f  
e l e c t e d ,  w i l l  y o u  t a k e  a c t i o n  t h a t  w o r k s  t o  e l im i n a t e  t h e  n e g a t i v e  p u b l i c  
p e r c e p t i o n  a n d  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  s u r r o u n d i n g  s u b s t a n c e  u s e  d i s o r d e r ?  W i l l  
y o u  s u p p o r t  a n  i n c r e a s e  i n  a c c e s s  t o  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  r e c o v e r y  s u p p o r t  
s e r v i c e s  t o  a l l  w h o  n e e d  t h e m  a n d  h o w ?  

2 .  T he wa r  on drugs  ha s  prov en tha t des pite s pending billions  per  y ea r  to fight it,  
drug us e ha s  not decrea s ed.   Ma ny  people  who a re in ja ils  a nd pr is ons  s truggle 
with s ubs ta nce us e dis order .  D es pite  the fa ct tha t there is  effectiv e  trea tm ent 
a nd com m unity - ba s ed recov ery  for  s ubs ta nce us e dis order  tha t reduces  
recidiv is m  a nd k eeps  people  out of cos tly  j a ils  a nd pr is ons ,  m a ny  don’ t receiv e 
a ny  trea tm ent for  their  s ubs ta nce us e dis order  while  inca rcera ted or  a fter  they  
return to their  fa m ilies  a nd com m unity .  D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  t r e a t i n g  s u b s t a n c e  
u s e  d i s o r d e r  c o m p r e h e n s i v e l y  a s  a  p u b l i c  h e a l t h  i s s u e  a n d  n o t  a  c r i m i n a l  
j u s t i c e  i s s u e ?   D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  s t r e n g t h e n i n g  a c c e s s  t o  s u b s t a n c e  u s e  
d i s o r d e r  t r e a t m e n t  a n d  r e c o v e r y  s u p p o r t  s e r v i c e s  f o r  p e o p l e  w h o  a r e  o r  
h a v e  r e c e n t l y  b e e n  i n c a r c e r a t e d ?  

3 .  Ma ny  in long- term  recov ery  ha v e ex per ienced ins ura nce dis cr im ina tion,  ha v ing 
been denied a ny  form  of continued ca re tha t would help m a na ge a nd trea t their  
chronic illnes s .  W hile  the Afforda ble C a re Act a nd pa s t pa r ity  legis la tion ha s  
les s ened this  problem ,  dis cr im ina tion rem a ins  prev a lent in the ins ura nce 
m a rk et.  W h a t  w o u l d  y o u  d o  t o  e n s u r e  c o m p l i a n c e  w i t h  t h e  M e n t a l  H e a l t h  
P a r i t y  a n d  A d d i c t i o n  E q u i t y  A c t ?  D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  t r a n s p a r e n c y  f r o m  
i n s u r a n c e  p r o v i d e r s  a b o u t  a d d i c t i o n  t r e a t m e n t ?  

4 .  Millions  of indiv idua ls  in long term  recov ery  from  a ddiction ha v e been conv icted 
of low- lev el drug offens es ,  m a k ing it difficult to receiv e educa tion s erv ices ,  find 
em ploy m ent,  a nd a cces s  hous ing.  T oo often this  s tra in ca n lea d to rela ps es  ba ck  



 

into a ctiv e  a ddiction,  a nd fa m ilies  a nd com m unities  s uffer  the em otiona l a nd 
econom ic cos ts .  D o  y o u  s u p p o r t  c r i m i n a l  j u s t i c e  r e f o r m  i n  t h i s  a r e a  a n d  
l o w e r i n g  b a r r i e r s  t o  r e i n t e g r a t e  i n t o  s o c i e t y ,  a s  i t  r e l a t e s  t o  s u b s t a n c e  
u s e  d i s o r d e r s  a n d  r e c o v e r y ?   

For  mor e infor mation on what you can do to get involved,  go to 
www. facesandvoicesofr ecover y. or g or  email:  info@ facesandvoicesofr ecover y. or g 

  

http://www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org/
mailto:info@facesandvoicesofrecovery.org


 

Appendix C:  Get-Out-The-Vote Telephone Script 
 

 

Hi,  is  [ FI R S T  NAME ]  there?  

Hi,  m y  na m e is  [ YOUR  FI R S T  NAME ]  a nd I ’ m  a  v olunteer  with [ YOUR  OR G ANI Z AT I ON] .  On 
T ues da y ,  we ha v e a  cha nce to ha v e a n im pa ct on who’ s  elected to repres ent us  in [ S E AT S  
T HAT  AR E  B E I NG  V OT E D ON I N YOUR  C OMMUNI T Y,  S T AT E ,  AND NAT I ONALLY]  a nd we wa nt 
to m a k e s ure tha t ev ery  regis tered v oter  in our  com m unity  goes  to the polls .  Do y ou intend 
to v ote?  

I f  t h e y  s a y  y e s ,  I  i n t e n d  t o  v o t e :  

 G rea t!  Do y ou ha v e a ny  ques tions  a bout where to v ote?  

  [ I f y es ]  tell them  to look  on their  v oter  regis tra tion ca rd where the inform a tion 
  a bout where to v ote  is  lis ted.  

[ I f no]  tha nk  them  a nd s a y  good night 

I f  t h e y  s a y  n o ,  I ’ m  n o t  v o t i n g :  

 W ell,  we a re the only  people tha t ca n m a k e cha nge in our  com m unity .  I f we a ll v ote  
 on T ues da y ,  we win!  C a n we count on y our  v ote?  Do y ou ha v e a ny  ques tions  or  need 
 help to m a k e it ea s ier  to v ote?  Lik e a  r ide to the polls ?  

( Allow them  to a ns wer  the ques tion)  

[ I f they  wa nt to v ote but ha v e a n obs ta cle]  help them  s olv e it.  

[ I f they  ha v e giv en up on v oting]  let them  k now how v ita l it is  for  ev ery one to 
v ote. ]  

T h a n k s ,  a n d  h a v e  a  g r e a t  n i g h t !   



 

Appendix D:  Sample Get-Out-The-Vote Emails 
 

S ubject:  [ YOUR  OR G ANI Z AT I ON NAME ]  R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  C AMPAI G N  

Your  v ote m a tters .  

T he recov ery  com m unity  m us t ha v e a  v oice in this  e lection!  T his  is  a  v ery  ex citing tim e for  
the recov ery  com m unity  a s  it becom es  clea rer  to the public a nd ca ndida tes  tha t the 
country ’ s  nex t lea ders  m us t be prepa red to a ddres s  the public hea lth cr is is  of a ddiction.  

L o c a t e  y o u r  p o l l i n g  p l a c e       P o l l s  c l o s e  a t  8  P M  

 

 

S ubject:   R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  -  V OT E  ON T UE S DAY NOV E MB E R  3 ,  2 0 2 0   
 
V oting em powers  y ou.  I t helps  y ou feel lik e a n integra l pa rt of y our  com m unity .   
I f y ou think  y our  v ote does n’ t m a tter  T HI NK  AG AI N.  T his  y ea r ’ s  ra ce is  his tor ic a nd ea ch 
v ote  m a tters .   

R em em ber  -  You,  a  fa m ily  m em ber ,  fr iend or  collea gue only  los e y our  r ight to v ote  while  
y ou a re s erv ing a  s entence or  a re on proba tion/ pa role.   I f y ou a re no longer  s erv ing a  
s entence,  com pleted proba tion/ pa role,  or  a re on proba tion/ pa role for  a  non- indicta ble 
offens e,  y ou C AN v ote.  (to confir m your  states voting r ights,  visit:  felonvoting. pr ocon. or g) 

I M P O R T A N T  D A T E S   

Dea dline for  obta ining a n a bs entee ba llot in pers on a t y our  C ounty  C lerk ’ s  Office  

• V is it:  https : / / www. v ote. org/ a bs entee- ba llot- dea dlines /  

G enera l E lection.   Polls  open a t 6  AM a nd clos e a t 8  PM 

• Nov em ber  3 ,  2 0 2 0   

V O T E R  E D U C A T I O N   
T his  y ea r ’ s  R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  toolk it includes  the a n n u a l  e l e c t i o n  g u i d e ,  
c a n d i d a t e  s u r v e y  a nd a s s ocia ted res pons es ,  a s  well a s  a  d i r e c t o r y  of ca ndida tes  
running for  election.  C a n d i d a t e  s u r v e y  r e s p o n s e s  help v oters  to a s s es s  the ov era ll 
a greem ent with a nd s upport for  pr inciples  a nd is s ues  rela ted to the prev ention a nd 
trea tm ent of a nd recov ery  from  of a lcohol a nd drug a ddiction.  Additiona l inform a tion 
a bout R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  ca n be found a t [ y o u r  o r g a n i z a t i o n ’ s  w e b s i t e ] .   

https://www.vote.org/polling-place-locator/
https://felonvoting.procon.org/state-felon-voting-laws/
https://www.vote.org/absentee-ballot-deadlines/


 

Appendix E:  Recovery Bill of Rights 
 

W e  w i l l  im p r o v e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  m i l l i o n s  of Am er ica ns ,  their  fa m ilies  a nd com m unities  if 
we trea t a ddiction to a lcohol a nd other  drugs  a s  a  public hea lth cr is is .  T o ov ercom e this  
cr is is ,  we m us t a ccord dignity  to people  with a ddiction a nd recognize  tha t there is  no one 
pa th to recov ery .  I ndiv idua ls  who a re  s tr iv ing to be res pons ible citizens  ca n recov er  on 
their  own or  with the help of others .  E ffectiv e  a id ca n be rendered by  m utua l s upport 
groups  or  hea lth ca re profes s iona ls .  
R e c o v e r y  c a n  b e g i n  in a  doctor ’ s  office,  trea tm ent center ,  church,  pr is on,  peer  s upport 
m eeting or  in one’ s  own hom e.  
T h e  j o u r n e y  c a n  b e  g u i d e d  by  re ligious  fa ith,  s pir itua l ex per ience or  s ecula r  tea chings .  
R ecov ery  ha ppens  ev ery  da y  a cros s  our  country  a nd there  a re  effectiv e s olutions  for  
people  s till s truggling.  W ha tev er  the pa thwa y ,  the journey  will be fa r  ea s ier  to tra v el if 
people  s eek ing recov ery  a re a fforded res pect for  their  ba s ic r ights :  

 

 

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to be v iewed a s  
ca pa ble of cha nging,  growing a nd 
becom ing pos itiv ely  connected to our  
com m unity ,  no m a tter  wha t we did in 
the pa s t beca us e of our  a ddiction.  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t —a s  do our  
fa m ilies  a nd fr iends —to k now a bout 
the m a ny  pa thwa y s  to recov ery ,  the 
na ture of a ddiction a nd the ba rr iers  to 
long- term  recov ery ,  a ll conv ey ed in 
wa y s  tha t we ca n unders ta nd.  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t ,  whether  s eek ing 
recov ery  in the com m unity ,  a  
phy s icia n’ s  office,  trea tm ent center  or  
while  inca rcera ted,  to s et our  own 
recov ery  goa ls ,  work ing with a  
pers ona lized recov ery  pla n tha t we 
ha v e des igned ba s ed on a ccura te a nd 
unders ta nda ble  inform a tion a bout our  
hea lth s ta tus ,  including a  
com prehens iv e,  holis tic a s s es s m ent.  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to s elect s erv ices  
tha t build on our  s trengths ,  a rm ed 
with full inform a tion a bout the 

ex per ience,  a nd credentia ls  of the 
people  prov iding s erv ices  a nd the 
effectiv enes s  of the s erv ices  a nd 
progra m s  from  which we a re s eek ing 
help.  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to be s erv ed by  
orga niza tions  or  hea lth ca re a nd s ocia l 
s erv ice  prov iders  tha t v iew recov ery  
pos itiv ely ,  m eet the highes t public 
hea lth a nd s a fety  s ta nda rds ,  prov ide 
ra pid a cces s  to s erv ices ,  trea t us  
res pectfully ,  unders ta nd tha t our  
m otiv a tion is  rela ted to s ucces s fully  
a cces s ing our  s trengths  a nd will work  
with us  a nd our  fa m ilies  to find a  
pa thwa y  to recov ery .  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to be cons idered 
a s  m ore tha n a  s ta tis tic,  s tereoty pe,  
r is k  s core,  dia gnos is ,  la bel or  
pa thology  unit—free from  the s ocia l 
nega tiv e perception tha t cha ra cter izes  
us  a s  wea k  or  m ora lly  fla wed.  I f we 
rela ps e a nd begin trea tm ent a ga in,  we 
s hould be trea ted with dignity  a nd 



 

res pect tha t welcom es  our  continued 
efforts  to a chiev e long- term  recov ery .  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r ight to a  hea lth ca re  
a nd s ocia l s erv ices  s y s tem  tha t 
recognizes  the s trengths  a nd needs  of 
people  with a ddiction a nd coordina tes  
its  efforts  to prov ide recov ery - ba s ed 
ca re  tha t honors  a nd res pects  our  
cultura l beliefs .  T his  s upport m a y  
include introduction to religious ,  
s pir itua l a nd s ecula r  com m unities  of 
recov ery ,  a nd the inv olv em ent of our  
fa m ilies ,  k ins hip network s  a nd 
indigenous  hea lers  a s  pa rt of our  
trea tm ent ex per ience.  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to be repres ented 
by  inform ed policy m a k ers  who rem ov e 
ba rr iers  to educa tiona l,  hous ing a nd 
em ploy m ent opportunities  once we 
a re no longer  m is us ing a lcohol or  
other  drugs  a nd a re  on the roa d to 
recov ery .  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to res pectful,  
nondis cr im ina tory  ca re from  doctors  

a nd other  hea lth ca re prov iders  a nd to 
receiv e s erv ices  on the s a m e ba s is  a s  
people  do for  a ny  other  chronic illnes s ,  
with the s a m e prov is ions ,  
copa y m ents ,  lifetim e benefits  a nd 
ca ta s trophic cov era ge in ins ura nce,  
s elf- funded/ s elf- ins ured hea lth pla ns ,  
Medica re  a nd HMO pla ns .  T he cr iter ia  
of “ proper”  ca re  s hould be ex clus iv ely  
between our  hea lth ca re prov iders  a nd 
ours elv es ;  it s hould reflect the 
s ev er ity ,  com plex ity  a nd dura tion of 
our  illnes s  a nd prov ide a  rea s ona ble 
opportunity  for  recov ery  m a intena nce.  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to trea tm ent a nd 
recov ery  s upport in the cr im ina l 
jus tice s y s tem  a nd to rega in our  pla ce 
a nd r ights  in s ociety  once we ha v e 
s erv ed our  s entences .  

• W e  h a v e  t h e  r i g h t  to s pea k  out 
publicly  a bout our  recov ery  to let 
others  k now tha t long- term  recov ery  
from  a ddiction is  a  rea lity .  

 

 

ENDORSED BY:  Amer ican Association for  the Tr eatment of Opioid Dependence,  I nc.  •  
Amer ican Society of Addiction Medicine •  Community Anti- Dr ug Coalitions of Amer ica •  
Ensur ing Solutions to Alcohol Pr oblems •  Enter tainment I ndustr ies Council •  Johnson I nstitute 
•  Join Together  •  Legal Action Center  •  NAADAC,  the Association for  Addiction Pr ofessionals  •  
National Afr ican Amer ican Dr ug Policy Coalition •  National Alliance of Advocates for  
Bupr enor phine Tr eatment •  National Alliance of Methadone Advocates •  National Association 
on Alcohol,  Dr ugs and Disability •  National Association of Dr ug Cour t Pr ofessionals  •  National 
Association for  Childr en of Alcoholics  •  National Association of Addiction Tr eatment Pr ovider s 
•  National Council on Alcoholism and Dr ug Dependence •  National Council for  Community 
Behavior al Healthcar e •  Rebecca Pr oject for  Human Rights •  State Association of Addiction 
Ser vices •  TASC,  I nc.  •  

Ther apeutic Communities of Amer ica •  White Bison 
 

Download copies of the Recover y Bi ll of Rights her e:  
https: // facesandvoicesofr ecover y. or g/about/what- we- do/public- policy/r ecover y- bi ll- of- r ights/   

https://facesandvoicesofrecovery.org/about/what-we-do/public-policy/recovery-bill-of-rights/


 

Appendix F:  Sample Public Service Announcements 
 

 

FAV OR  Pee Dee ( S C )  2 0 1 8  R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  C a m pa ign 

FAV OR  Pee Dee is  hos ting “ R a l l y  f o r  R e c o v e r y !  a nd R E C O V E R Y  V O I C E S  C O U N T ! ”   

Join us  for  our  Annua l W a lk  for  R ecov ery  from  Alcohol a nd other  D rug Addiction on 
S eptem ber  2 0 th,  a t the Florence R a il T ra il/ Na tura lly  Outdoors ,  2 5 1 9  W es t Pa lm etto in 
Florence from  1 0 AM –  2 PM.   

T he wa lk  a nd ra lly  a re pa rt of the 2 6 th a nnua l obs erv a nce of Na tiona l Alcohol a nd D rug 
Addiction R ecov ery  Month,  a  na tionwide celebra tion of thos e in recov ery  from  a lcohol a nd 
other  drug a ddiction,  their  fa m ilies ,  fr iends  a nd a llies .   

T here will be food,  fun,  fe llows hip,  enterta inm ent a nd pr izes  with the 3 - m ile  wa lk  beginning 
a t 1 1 AM.   

For  m ore inform a tion,  v is it the FAV OR  S C  webs ite a t www[ webs itehere] com  or  ca ll 5 5 5 -
5 5 5 - 5 5 5 5 .  R ecov ery  is  a  rea lity !  

Don’ t let y our  life  be confined by  drug or  a lcohol a ddiction.  K now tha t for  ev ery  lock ,  there  
is  a  k ey .  R ecla im ing y our  life  ca n be a ccom plis hed,  a nd if y ou ha v e a  problem  with a ddiction,  
there a re rea l s olutions  to get  

on y our  wa y .  Fa ces  &  V oices  of R ecov ery  ( FAV OR )  Pee Dee ha s  j oined with the Depa rtm ent 
of Alcohol a nd Other  Drug Abus e S erv ices ,  the S ubs ta nce Abus e a nd Menta l Hea lth S erv ices  
Adm inis tra tion,  Fa ces  a nd V oices  of R ecov ery  a nd m a ny  loca l pa rtners  in hos ting R a l l y  f o r  
R e c o v e r y !  a nd R E C O V E R Y  V O I C E S  C O U N T !  o n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 t h  f r o m  1 0 a m - 2 p m  a t  
t h e  F l o r e n c e  R a i l  T r a i l / N a t u r a l l y  O u t d o o r s ,  2 5 1 9  W e s t  P a l m e t t o  S t r e e t  i n  F l o r e n c e .   

T here  will be a  3  m ile  wa lk  for  recov ery ,  food,  fun,  
enterta inm ent,  pr izes  a nd m es s a ges  of hope,  
freedom  a nd purpos e.  Join FAV OR  Pee D ee in this  
celebra tion a nd help us  let our  fr iends  a nd 
neighbors  k now tha t people  ca n a nd do recov ery  
from  a lcohol a nd drug a ddiction.   

I t’ s  a  his tor ic a nd ex citing election y ea r .  
Unfortuna tely ,  les s  tha n ha lf of e ligible  Am erica ns  
v ote.  Fa ces  &  V oices  of R ecov ery  ( FAV OR )  Pee Dee em pha tica lly  encoura ges  ev ery  
indiv idua l,  fa m ily  m em ber  a nd fr iend of recov ery  who is  e ligible ,  to regis ter  to v ote  a nd then 
ex ercis e their  r ight a t the poll on E lection Da y .   

B e inform ed,  k now where the ca ndida tes  s ta nd on the is s ues ,  ins ure y ou a re regis tered a nd 
v ote  on E lection D a y !  S e e  y o u  a t  t h e  R a l l y !  For  m ore inform a tion,  conta ct 5 5 5 - 5 5 5 - 5 5 5 5  
or  v is it www. [ webs itehere] . com   



 

Appendix G:  Successful Strategies -  RECOVERY VOI CES COUNT 
 

V o t e r  R e g i s t r a t i o n  

Acros s  the country ,  recov ery  com m unity  orga niza tions  regis ter  v oters  a t R ecov ery  Month 
a nd R a lly  for  R ecov ery !  ev ents .   

I n S a n Fra ncis co,  v oter  regis tra tion wa s  m os t s ucces s ful a t da y - long s treet fa irs ,  where 
NC ADA rea ched out to fa m ily  m em bers  a nd fr iends  of recov ery  with their  enga ging booths  
a nd recov ery  m a ter ia ls .  NC AD A a ls o regis tered v oters  a t m etro s ta tions .   

V o t e r  E d u c a t i o n  

F r i e n d s  o f  R e c o v e r y  –  V e r m o n t  orga nized a  V erm ont G uberna tor ia l C a ndida tes  Forum  a t 
the B ur lington,  V T  T urning Point R ecov ery  C om m unity  C enter  in 2 0 1 0 .  Fiv e Dem ocra tic 
ca ndida tes  a nd two I ndependent ca ndida tes  pa rticipa ted in a  m odera ted dia logue on 
a ddiction a nd recov ery  is s ues .  T he ca ndida tes  ex pres s ed their  v iews  on ques tions  ra nging 
from  the im porta nce of funding for  recov ery  s upports ,  to the need for  a  m ore integra ted 
s ubs ta nce a bus e s y s tem  a nd ongoing funding for  prev ention.  T here  were ques tions  
s pecifica lly  a bout m a rijua na ,  m a inta ining the m inim um  lega l dr ink ing a ge ( MLDA) ,  
buprenorphine,  a nd beer  ta x es .  More tha n 8 0  people  ca m e in dur ing the cours e  of the ev ent,  
which wa s  tra ns m itted a s  a  liv e broa dca s t on ra dio s ta tion W DE V .  Dur ing the Forum ,  
pa rticipa nts  m et with ca ndida tes  a nd were encoura ged to lea rn m ore a bout the is s ues  a nd 
get out to v ote  in the election this  y ea r .  

C o n n e c t i c u t  C o m m u n i t y  f o r  A d d i c t i o n  R e c o v e r y  ( C C AR )  focus ed their  v oter  a nd 
ca ndida te educa tion a ctiv ities  on the is s ue of recov ery  hous ing.  T hey  do this  on a n ongoing 
ba s is ,  choos ing one pa rticula r  is s ue to focus  on.   

O h i o  C i t i z e n  A d v o c a t e s  ( OC A)  produced a  v oter ’ s  guide tha t wa s  pr inted full- color  a nd 
web- ba s ed a nd widely  dis tr ibuted v ia  em a il.  T he guide included a  full- pa ge copy  of T he 
R ecov ery  B ill of R ights  in a ddition to v oter  educa tion inform a tion.  OC A a ls o hos ted a  toolk it 
on its  webs ite  with v oter  a nd ca ndida te  inform a tion.   

I n 2 0 0 8 ,  O h i o ’ s  D e p a r t m e n t  o f  C o r r e c t i o n s  a greed to include OC A’ s  pa m phlet a nd v oter  
regis tra tion for  a ny  inm a te reenter ing the com m unity  who wa s  focus ing on a  s ubs ta nce 
a bus e progra m  a s  a n inm a te.  7 0 0  pa ck a ges  a nd v oter  regis tra tion form s  were s ent out a nd 
from  now on,  people  reenter ing the com m unity  will receiv e this  inform a tion tha nk s  to OC A’ s  
R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  proj ect.  

T he M i s s o u r i  R e c o v e r y  N e t w o r k  dev eloped a  webs ite  guide dev eloped with the na m es  of 
ca ndida tes ,  res pons es  to the 5  ques tions ,  a nd a ls o a  lis t of ca ndida tes  who s igned the 
pledge.  T he webs ite  guide a ls o included inform a tion on v oter  eligibility  a nd regis tra tion.   

I n  I l l i n o i s ,  a  num ber  of R a lly  for  R ecov ery !  a ctiv ities  included v oter  regis tra tion a nd 
educa tion a ctiv ities .  I n S pr ingfie ld a  ra lly  a nd s pea k ing progra m  in front of the S ta te C a pitol 



 

wa s  followed by  a  m a rch down the m a in s treet a nd into a  pa rk  where fes tiv ities  continued 
with liv e m us ic a nd civ ic enga gem ent opportunities .  I n C hica go,  recov ery  a dv oca tes  
pa rtnered with C ongres s m a n D a nny  Da v is  for  a  m a rch a round the wes t s ide of C hica go 
followed by  a  ra lly  where hundreds  of people took  pa rt in v oter  regis tra tion a ctiv ities ,  
pledging to v ote a nd endors ing the R ecov ery  B ill of R ights .  

N C A D D  -  New Jers ey  produced a  new edition of their  v oter  guide Decis ion 2 0 1 0  New Jers ey  
G enera l E lection G uide tha t wa s  dis tr ibuted a t the a nnua l G ov ernors  C ouncil of Alcohol a nd 
Drug Addiction a nd a t a  da y - long S ta te Hous e ev ent a s  well a s  online.   

I n C onnecticut,  C o n n e c t i c u t  C o m m u n i t y  f o r  A d d i c t i o n  R e c o v e r y  ( C C A R )  held T own 
Ha ll m eetings  in 2 0 0 8 .  At the firs t in Meriden,  C C AR  m em bers  a nd other  res idents  a s k ed 
elected officia ls  a bout their  pos itions  on k ey  is s ues .  Other  town ha ll m eetings  were hos ted 
in W illim a ntic,  Ha rtford a nd B r idgeport.   

V o t e r  P a r t i c i p a t i o n  ( G e t - O u t - t h e - V o t e )  

I n K entuck y ,  P e o p l e  A d v o c a t i n g  R e c o v e r y  ( P A R )  dev eloped a  da ta ba s e of regis tered 
v oters  a nd conta cted them  a ll by  em a il with rem inders  to v ote  in 2 0 1 0 .   

I n S outh C a rolina ,  a ll fiv e cha pters  of F A V O R  –  S o u t h  C a r o l i n a ,  pla nned R a lly  for  R ecov ery  
ev ents  which incorpora ted R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  a s  their  m a in them e in 2 0 0 8 .  
Adv oca cy  Action a rea s  a t ea ch of the ra llies  prov ided pla ces  for  pa rticipa nts  to regis ter  to 
v ote a nd endors e the R ecov ery  B ill of R ights .  I n G reenv ille ,  S outh C a rolina  they  us ed the 
celebr ity  s ta tus  of folk  s inger  Liv ings ton T a y lor  to a ttra ct m em bers  of the com m unity  to 
their  ra lly .  

I n C olora do,  A d v o c a t e s  f o r  R e c o v e r y  –  C o l o r a d o  pa rtnered with the C olora do 
Pa rticipa tion Project a nd R ock  the V ote to dev elop a  da ta ba s e of regis tered v oters .  V oters  
regis tered through the ca m pa ign were em a iled with regula r  upda tes  a nd a  rem inder  to v ote  
on Nov em ber  1 ,  2 0 1 0 .    



 

Appendix H:  Other Useful Resources 
 

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  Fa ces  &  V oices  of R ecov ery  
W e b s i t e :  fa ces a ndv oices ofrecov ery . org/  
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  
m a ter ia ls  a nd res ources ,  R E C OV E R Y V OI C E S  C OUNT  
m ercha ndis e.  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  B older  Adv oca cy  
W e b s i t e :  boldera dv oca cy . org 
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  Perm is s ible E lection Activ ities  
C heck lis t,  E lection Activ ities  of I ndiv idua ls  As s ocia ted with 
5 0 1 ( c) ( 3 )  Orga niza tions .   

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  Am erica  V otes  
W e b s i t e :  a m er ica v otes . org/   
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  C oa lition of la rge m em bers hip-
ba s ed orga niza tions  enga ged in gra s s roots  v oter  
m obiliza tion a nd educa tion effort in ten ta rgeted s ta tes :  
C olora do,  Flor ida ,  Nev a da ,  Michiga n,  Minnes ota ,  New 
Ha m ps hire,  New Mex ico,  Ohio,  Penns y lv a nia  a nd 
W is cons in.  

 
 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  Lea gue of W om en V oters  
W e b s i t e :  lwv . org/   
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  V oter  I nform a tion:  v oter ’ s  guides  
a nd ca ndida tes ’  inform a tion,  regis tra tion dea dlines ,  s ta te 
boa rds  of elections  conta ct lis t.  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  Nonprofits  Help Am erica  V ote/ NPAction 
W e b s i t e :  npa ction. org/   
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  T ools  a nd inform a tion for  nonprofit 
a dv oca cy ,  including a  s ta te a dv oca cy  guide for  ea ch s ta te.  
S ee a rticles  in “ V oter  Pa rticipa tion a nd E lectora l 
Adv oca cy : ”  Pra ctica l T ips  for  a  S ucces s ful V oter  
R egis tra tion.  G etting People I nv olv ed in the V oting 
Proces s .  

 
O r g a n i z a t io n :  R ock  the V ote 
W e b s i t e :  rock thev ote. org 
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  Link s  to loca l election offices  a nd 
v oter  regis tra tion inform a tion for  ea ch s ta te,  current 
ca ndida tes  for  ea ch s ta te ( where a v a ila ble) .  I nform a tion 
on holding ev ents ,  a nd up to da te news .  

http://www.facesandvoicesofrecovery.org/
https://bolderadvocacy.org/
http://www.americavotes.org/
http://www.lwv.org/
http://www.npaction.org/
http://www.rockthevote.org/


 

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  re : power   
W e b s i t e :  repower . org 
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  Non- Pa rtis a n V oter  E nga gem ent 
Ma nua l:  I ns tructions ,  references ,  tools  a nd s a m ple 
m a ter ia ls  for  v oter  regis tra tion,  educa tion a nd 
tra ns porta tion.  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  C om m unity  Anti- Drug C oa litions  of Am erica  
( C ADC A)  
W e b s i t e :  ca dca . org/  
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  E lection G uide  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  AC LU 
W e b s i t e :  a clu. org/ is s ues / v oting- r ights   
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  W ith m ore tha n a  m illion m em bers ,  
a ctiv is ts ,  a nd s upporters ,  the AC LU is  a  na tionwide 
orga niza tion pres ent 5 0  s ta tes ,  Puerto R ico,  a nd 
W a s hington,  D. C . ;  v oter  inform a tion.  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  NAAC P 
W e b s i t e :  na a cp. org/ civ icenga gem ent/  
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  T he NAAC P a re frontline a dv oca tes  
com m itted to ra is ing a wa renes s  for  politica l,  educa tiona l,  
s ocia l a nd econom ic equa lity  of m inor ity  group citizens  in 
the electora l proces s .   

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  C ongres s . org  
W e b s i t e :  congres s . org/ election/ hom e/  
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  E lection 2 0 2 0 :  C a ndida tes  a nd 
I nform a tion.  S ta te V oter  guides  include ca ndida te profiles  
for  federa l a nd s ta te ca ndida tes  a nd link s  to s ta te s ites  for  
v oter  regis tra tion a nd polling pla ce inform a tion.  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  Federa l E lection C om m is s ion 
W e b s i t e :  fec. gov /  
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  Officia l s ource on federa l election 
regula tions .  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  Na tiona l As s ocia tion of S ta te E lection 
Directors  
W e b s i t e :  na s ed. org/ helpfullink s  
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  R os ter  of S ta te E lection Directors  
with link s  to ea ch s ta te director ’ s  webs ite.  

 

O r g a n i z a t io n :  US  E lection As s is ta nce C om m is s ion  
W e b s i t e :  ea c. gov   
R e s o u r c e s  A v a i l a b l e :  Na tiona l Ma il V oter  R egis tra tion 
Form  includes  s ta te- by - s ta te regis tra tion   
requirem ents  a nd ca n be us ed to regis ter  to v ote a t 
https : / / www. ea c. gov / v oters / regis ter - a nd- v ote- in- y our-
s ta te/   

 

https://repower.org/
http://www.cadca.org/
https://www.aclu.org/issues/voting-rights
https://www.naacp.org/civicengagement/
http://www.congress.org/election/home/
http://www.fec.gov/
https://www.nased.org/helpfullinks
http://www.eac.gov/
https://www.eac.gov/voters/register-and-vote-in-your-state/
https://www.eac.gov/voters/register-and-vote-in-your-state/
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